
Page   

 

2681 Innes Road • Gloucester • ON • K1B 3J7 • Telephone: 613-824-5455 • Fax: 613-824-0487 

www.emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca 

April 30, 2018 

Principal:   

     Keri Coulson 

Office Administrator:  

     Karen Green 

Office Assistant: 

     Darlene MacDougall 

Chief Custodian: 

     Keith Gromoll  

School Council Chair: 

     Lesley Ireton, Co-Chair 

     Rob Cosh, Co-Chair 

Superintendent: 

     Mary Jane Farrish 

  613-721-1820 

Trustee: 

     Sandra Schwartz 

OCDSB Office: 

 613-721-1820 

SAFE ARRIVAL 

Parents/guardians are 

reminded that if their 

child will be away  or late 

from school, either be-

cause of illness, trips or 

appointments, they are 

to call the office to in-

form us. Our answering 

machine number is 613-

824-5455 and you can 

leave a message any-

time after 4:30 p.m. and 

up to 8:30 a.m.    

Thank you for helping us 

ensure that all students 

are safe. 

Cycle 2 of our School Learning Plan (SLP) 

has begun. In this stage of our plan, we 

continue our work in helping our students 

acquire, internalize and apply problem 

solving and key content vocabulary in 

Number Sense & Numeration and across 

other settings. Communicating learning 

goals and co-constructing success criteria 

with students are key elements in helping 

our students improve their vocabulary skills 

and apply their new learning. As a school 

team, we are also enhancing our under-

standing of what is involved in delivering a 

comprehensive and balanced numeracy 

program. 

 

At the OCDSB and Emily Carr, we believe 

in strong home-school communication 

and parent engagement. In this spirit, the 

district has launched a school climate sur-

vey for parents/guardians. Please consider 

completing this survey. The survey is open 

until May 11 and is confidential, voluntary 

and anonymous. Your feedback will assist 

us in developing strategies to reduce bul-

lying while providing safe and inclusive 

schools for all students. The survey can be 

found on the district’s website and ours at: 

https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca 

 

My door is always open! Please feel free 

to contact me if you have any concerns 

or if I can help out in any way.  

Principal’s Message 

 

Happy 

Spring!  

Bon 

Printemps!  

 

 

It is so nice to finally have spring-like 

weather to enjoy. Our students are tak-

ing full advantage of our soccer field, 

basketball courts and green spaces 

that were snow covered for so long. 

Mother Nature certainly socked it to us 

earlier this month though. Thank you for 

your support and understanding on 

Monday, April 16 when we were forced 

to close early due to a power outage. 

The conditions outside made it hazard-

ous for our students to walk home and 

we appreciate the toll it took on many 

families as they rearranged schedules 

to pick up their child from school. We 

have made some changes to our 

School Closure plan which includes a 

dedicated phone so that parents/

guardians may contact the main office 

more easily. 

 

Our school continues to be a vibrant 

hub of activity. Students are engaged 

in exciting work throughout the build-

ing. It is exciting to see students work 

through a challenging problem, devel-

op presentations to share with their 

class, and participate in class discus-

sions. It is a “regular day” at ECMS 

when you walk past a group of stu-

dents shooting a movie for English class 

or when you get tapped on the shoul-

der to participate in a survey for a 

Math data activity. 

 

https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Dance Workshops     Apr. 30 - May 4 

 

Mini Enrichment for Gr. 8s         May 7 - 11 

 

Jump Rope for Heart Day  May 11 

 

Gr. 6 Math Olympics   May 16 

 

Dance Festival    May 17 

 

Sr. Band Trip to Montreal         May 17-19 

 

ECMS Track & Field Day  May 28 

 

Immunization Clinic, all Gr. 7s  May 29 

 

Taking Care of Me/ 

Taking Care of We Day  May 30 

 

Gr. 8 Leaving Ceremony  June 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Registration for 2018-2019 

 

We continue to take registrations for the new 

school year. Please help speed up the registration 

process by checking if you are within our bound-

ary by accessing the School Locator from the Par-

ent portal on the OCDSB website before register-

ing with us. When you come to register your child, 

we ask that you bring the following items with 

you: birth certificate, proof of address, immigra-

tion documents and any applicable court docu-

ments. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact us at 613-824-5455. 

Transportation 
 

As we head towards the final months of the 

school year, we would like to remind all parents/

guardians to ensure we have complete and up 

to date information including addresses, and tel-

ephone numbers. The details that we have in our 

system are used by the Ottawa Student Transpor-

tation Authority (OSTA) to determine eligibility for 

busing, along with the setting up of stop infor-

mation for September.  

 

By ensuring that we have accurate information, 

we can be as organized as possible for transpor-

tation set up in September 2018. If you wish to 

check on stop information, please visit the OSTA 

website during the last week of August at: otta-

waschoolbus.ca and choose “Login”. If your child 

is eligible for busing, this link will advise you of the 

stop information. If you have any queries, you 

may contact OSTA directly at 613-224-8800 (we 

are in the East Zone). 

 

As a reminder, students who were approved for 

an empty seat or specialized transportation ser-

vices in 2017-2018, will need to reapply for the 

2018-2019 school year. Empty seat and special-

ized transportation approval ends with the school 

year. 

EQAO 

 

Students in grade 3 and 6 in Ontario write the 

EQAO (Education Quality and Accountability Of-

fice) assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathe-

matics in the spring of each year. This year, our 

grade 6 students will be writing the EQAO assess-

ment on May 22nd, May 23rd  and May 24th.  If you 

have a child in grade 6, we ask that you avoid 

scheduling any appointments during these dates. 

Should you be interested, the EQAO website – 

www.eqao.com has a comprehensive section of 

parent/guardian resources for your information. 

School Year Calendar 2017-2018 
 

Victoria Day*               May 21, 2018 

EQAO    May 22-24, 2018 

Immunization Clinic   May 29, 2018 

P.A. Day **   June 8, 2018 

Report Cards go home June 26, 2018 

Last Day of School  June 28, 2018 

P.A. Day**            June 29, 2018 

*school closed                                    

**no classes for students  

http://www.eqao.com
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Combined Grades 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 

follows the philosophy of the Ministry of Edu-

cation in recognizing the unique and special 

characteristics of every student. Our pro-

grams are designed to meet individual 

needs of students in a variety of organization-

al structures within the school. 

 

As outlined in the Ministry of Education’s re-

source document, Combined Grades: Strate-

gies to Reach a Range of Learners in Kinder-

garten to Grade 6 (2007), a class of com-

bined grades is composed of students from 

two or more adjacent grades who are 

grouped with one teacher for instruction. 

 

Combined classes are often created when 

the number of students does not allow for 

the establishment of appropriately sized, sin-

gle-grade classes. In other circumstances, 

combined grades are created to most effec-

tively meet the learning needs, stages of de-

velopment and/or learning styles of students. 

 

In all classrooms, whether single-grade or 

multi-grade, there is a range of students and 

the teacher’s goal to meet the needs of all 

learners remains the same regardless of the 

classroom organization. 

 

Within a class of combined grades each stu-

dent works towards the achievement of their 

grade-specific curriculum expectations. 

When there are common concepts and/or 

skills across grades, students in the class often 

work together. When there are differences 

between the grades, students work on the 

concepts and/or skills specific to their grade. 

Assessment, evaluation and reporting are 

grade specific. 

 

Current research indicates that multi-grade 

classes foster social growth and independ-

ence, practice in cooperation, respect for 

others and increases motivation to learn. 

Older students act as models and guides for 

their younger peers which give the older stu-

dents an increased sense of self-esteem and 

responsibility. Younger students adjust to 

school and routines more quickly by observ-

ing and imitating their older peers. Both 

groups learn from each other. 

 

The information above can be found on the 

OCDSB’s website at: 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/

DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793 

 

Additional information on Combined Grades 

can be found on the Ontario Ministry of Educa-

tion’s website at:  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/

combinedClassrooms/

combinedClassrooms.pdfandhttp://

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/

combined.pdf 

 

Spring Weather 

 

With unpredictable weather upon us, the need 

for warm and dry clothing is essential. Students 

do go outside for recesses unless there is heavy 

rain or extremely cold temperatures. Light driz-

zle will see our students outdoors and we hope 

that all will be dressed for the varying weather 

conditions that are part of our Canadian cli-

mate. 

Medication at School 

 

If you would like the school office staff to ad-

minister prescription medications, it is mandato-

ry to get your physician to complete and sign 

the required form available from the office. 

These forms go into a medical log which must 

be updated annually at the start of every 

school year. This applies as well to students who 

have severe allergies and must use an Epi-Pen. 

Medication will be administered to the student 

upon receipt of the completed form, signed by 

the physician. This also applies to short-term pre-

scription and all over-the-counter medications.  

If your child(ren) currently have forms on file, 

you will be receiving a package in the mail in 

June so that you have the summer to get the 

documents signed by your physician. 

ARE YOU PLANNING ON MOVING? 
We are planning for the next school 

year. If your child is not returning to 

Emily Carr in September because you 

are moving out of our attendance 

area, please let us know as soon as 

possible. This information will help 

us plan for September. Please encourage any new neigh-

bours in your area to come in and register as soon as pos-

sible or to give us a call and we will be pleased to guide 

them in this process. 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
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School Cash Online –  

Now Available at Emily Carr! 

 

The OCSDB and Emily Carr MS have rolled 

out School Cash Online, an easy to use, 

safe and convenient way for parents/

guardians to pay for their children’s school 

fees, including yearbooks and class trips. 

Want to say goodbye to writing cheques or 

sending your child with cash? Sign up to-

day. It takes less than 5 minutes to register.  

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com  

 

School Website 

Check out the ECMS website.  We work 

hard to keep our homepage and calendar 

current so that parents/guardians can stay 

informed and up to date on upcoming ac-

tivities.  When a field trip is displayed on the 

calendar, the required field trip permission 

form is attached for your use (in the event a 

hard copy is not received from your child). 

Our website also provides access to other 

important forms such as our pizza and milk 

order forms, medical forms, and bus forms.  

 

School Activities and Events 

Grade 8 School Leaving Ceremony 

 

For your planning… 

our grade 8 School 

Leaving Ceremony 

will be held in our 

gymnasium on 

Wednesday, June 27th. The official ceremo-

ny will take place from 10:00 a.m. until ap-

proximately noon. Students are asked to 

arrive at school at the regular time (9:15 

a.m.). Following the ceremony, students 

and their guests will be invited to a small 

reception in the Great Hall. After the recep-

tion, students will enjoy a lunch and dance 

with their classmates. Dress for our students 

should be appropriate for a school leaving 

ceremony such as golf shirts and khakis for 

boys and a simple dress, blouse/skirt/pants 

for girls. The school dress code is in effect.  

 

 

 

Jr. Math Olympics 

On Wednesday, May 16th the ECMS grade 6 

students will be participating in the 4th annual 

school-based Math Olympics. Students will be 

taking part in the Olympics to review math con-

cepts learned throughout the year. They will 

work in groups of 4, collaborating and cooper-

ating with each other to solve math problems 

from all 5 strands of the Ontario math curricu-

lum. It is an extremely fun morning of friendly 

competition with the top teams receiving gold, 

silver and bronze medals. We are super excited 

to be doing this again!! Congratulations in ad-

vance to all of the students who participate, 

put forth their best effort to answer every ques-

tion, and work well as a team! 

Mrs. Quigley 

Just Dance ECMS! 

As part of our dance program this year, we 

have invited the dance company Momentum 

Moves to ECMS. We welcome this opportunity 

to offer dance workshops to our students with 

professional choreographers and dancers. 

Each class will have multiple sessions throughout 

the week to learn, practice and rehearse their 

dance leading up to an end of week perfor-

mance. Dance workshops will run during the 

week of April 30-May 4. Students are sure to 

have a blast! 

 

On Friday May 4, there will 

be a Dance Showcase at 

2:45 p.m. Students will be 

performing their dances for 

the school and showing off 

their moves. Parents/

guardians are welcome to 

attend. This is sure to be a 

highlight of the week! 

 

To help us offset the cost of providing this op-

portunity to our students, we kindly request 

$3.00 per student. We would appreciate if pay-

ment could be made through cash online. 

Please visit   

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/  

to register. 

 

You can check out the dance company at 

http://momentummovescanada.blogspot.ca/ 

 

Looking forward to a great week of music and 

moves! 

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com
https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca/
https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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Athletics 

 

Junior Basketball:  

Junior boys basketball had a good showing at 

Avalon PS in the junior region 5 basketball tour-

nament. They finished just out of the medal 

round with 2 strong games which ended in 

close scoreboard losses. Great job boys. 

Mr. Hearty 

 

Junior girls basketball showed great at the jun-

ior region 5 basketball tournament at Avalon. 

They powered through the round robin to face 

two tough teams in the final 

rounds. They won the third 

place medal with authority 

against a team that had pre-

viously beaten them. Way to 

go girls. 

Mr. Hearty 

 

Intermediate Basketball:  

Emily Carr loves its basketball! There were so 

many students interested in playing basketball 

this year that we had six teams including four 

intermediate teams. 

The tier two girls and boys basketball teams 

enjoyed full day tournaments. Despite their ef-

forts neither team managed to move on to the 

finals, but both teams learned a lot about the 

game and improved their skills as basketball 

players. 

The tier 1 girls intermediate team gave up their 

opportunity to play in the finals (as they were 

on the same day as a winter fun day), but they 

in turn played in two round robin tournaments 

with some success. 

The tier 1 boys basketball team were the re-

gional champions and moved on to the board 

finals. The boys played in three games at the 

board level, experiencing great successes, the 

boys ended up losing in a semi-final game 

against the OCEAA champs from Jack 

Donohue. Way to go T-Birds! 

Thanks go out to my volunteer coaches; Becky 

and Jaimie Short and Michael Doucette for 

their time and effort into making these teams 

great. 

Mrs. Dawson 

 

 

 

Boys Hockey: 

Thunderbirds hockey played 3 strong games 

at Leitrim this week. They took command of 

the tournament early on, posting 2 shutouts, 

and rode through to the finals. In a heart-

breaking, but well fought loss, ECMS won 

the silver medal. Great tournament boys !!   

Mr. Hearty 

Girls Hockey:  

The ECMS Girls Hockey team was made up 

of hockey players from all levels; competi-

tive players, new players, ringette players 

and everything in between. It was a pleas-

ure watching the new to hockey girls learn 

and embrace the sport while the experi-

enced players stepped up as leaders on 

and off the ice. The girls came together as a 

team and played some quality hockey 

against many Ottawa area schools. The girls 

had some wins and some losses but over-

all a lot of fun. Many thanks to coach Joe 

Ross who volunteered to help make this a 

great season. Joe has helped with the ECMS 

hockey teams for several years and our stu-

dents have had really wonderful hockey 

experiences as Thunderbirds because of 

him, Thank you so much Joe!  

Girls Ringette:  

It was amazing to have a 

ringette team this year at 

ECMS and have the op-

portunity to play in a 

tournament against four 

other schools from the 

Ottawa area. Many peo-

ple compare ringette to 

hockey but the differences are greater than 

the similarities. Half of the team was made 

up of ringette players the other half of the 

team were hockey players and girls new to 

the sport. It was no easy task to teach the 

girls how to play the game with only a few 

ice practices but with the help of Kris Chest-

nut and Kristina Brady we were able to com-

pete, a big thank you to both of our volun-

teer coaches! The girls had a wonderful day 

and learned so much about the sport and 

each other. I was so proud of the girls who 

were out of their comfort zone but perse-

vered and by the end played the game 
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with confidence. Many of the girls are veteran 

ringette players playing at levels as high as the 

provincial team, they were eager and patient 

leaders teaching others about the game they 

love. Way to go Thunderbirds! 

Mrs. Dawson 

 

Still to come in Extra Curricular Sports at ECMS; 

Badminton, Dance team, Intermediate Soccer 

and Track and Field Events! 
 

  

The ECMS Junior and Senior 

Concerts bands went to our  

‘feeder schools’, Forest  

Valley and Glen Ogilvie, on 

Thursday, April 26th to per-

form. We had an exciting 

program of movie themes, 

jazz/blues, rock and traditional march pieces to 

present! 

 

On May 17 - 18th, the Senior Band will travel to 

Montreal to participate in two concert band 

workshops at McGill University. Grade 7 and 8 

band members will have the opportunity to ex-

plore historical Old Montreal with a tour guide 

as well as to visit the Pointe-à-Calliere archeolo-

gy museum.  Thank you to all of the band mem-

bers for efforts in fundraising and attendance at 

weekly band rehearsals! We are excited to per-

form and share our music at the McGill Universi-

ty music department!  

A Pizza Party is being planned for all Junior 

Band members and Senior Band helpers for the 

beginning of June!  

 

 
On Wednesday, June 13th, grade 5 students will 

have the opportunity to try different band in-

struments in anticipation of starting instrumental 

music in grade 6. After the “honk and blow” 

each grade 5 student will bring home a prefer-

ence sheet for next year. Please discuss this with 

your child. Having students know their instru-

ment ahead of grade 6 helps reduce stress and 

anxiety that a new school year may bring. 

Ms. Shannon 

 

Taking Care of Me, Taking Care of We 

 

On May 30th we will be having a “Taking 

care of me, Taking care of we” day. It will 

take place all day at our school. There will 

be thirteen different presentations and your 

child will take place in two of them. The 

day will start off with a schoolwide presen-

tation from Katie Weatherston who was 

part of the 2006 gold medal Canadian 

women’s Olympic hockey team. Students 

will then move into their first presentation 

which will take place from 10:30-11:30. After 

their first presentation ends, students will 

have their nutrition break and recess before 

moving into their second presentation 

which will take place from 12:30-1:30. At the 

end of the day, Sebastien Lemay from 

MASC will give the whole school one last 

presentation about world music and this will 

conclude our “Taking care of me, Taking 

care of we” day.  

Ms. Baker 

 

English Public Speaking 

 

Congratulations to all the class representa-

tives of the ECMS intermediate speech 

competition that was held  on Wednesday, 

April 11. After much deliberation, as all the 

speeches were interesting and well pre-

sented, Jackson W. was declared the win-

ner and he went on to represent ECMS at 

the Eastern Regional semi-finals where he 

placed third. Congratulations Jackson! 

Ms. Slater 

 

Volunteer Breakfast 

 

So many parents, grand-

parents, friends and com-

munity members help us 

out over the course of the 

year. Emily Carr staff will 

be offering light breakfast 

items, coffee and conversation on Tuesday, 

May 15th. If you have been one of our 

many helpers, we hope you will be able to 

join us in the library from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m.. 

Invitations will be coming home soon, but 

even if you don’t receive one please feel 

free to drop in. Please call the school office 

at 824-5455 to RSVP. 
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The parent council has been fairly quiet this 

year without any planned fundraising to man-

age.  That said, many thanks to the parents 

who come to meetings and who volunteer for 

our pizza program which remains very popu-

lar.  

 

At our April meeting Pita Pit came and present-

ed a lunch option that we found very interest-

ing.   We will be running a pilot project for the 

month of June for families to gauge interest 

and determine if this will be something we use 

next year.   Not to worry, the pizza program will 

not be replaced by Pita Pit.  :) 

 

Our next council meeting is Tuesday,  

May 15th  at 6:30pm.  If you have any interest 

in finding out about Council activities or per-

haps were considering joining next year's 

council - we'd be happy to see you! 

 

Happy Spring! 

Rob Cosh and Lesley Ireton 

 

 

Community News: 
From time to time the school is asked to distribute 

information about activities in the community that 

may be of interest to some parents/students; for ex-

ample, summer camps, sports groups, etc.  This infor-

mation is provided for your consideration only and 

should not be viewed as an endorsement of any 

particular organization or activity by the school or its 

staff. 

 
The Royal City Soccer Club, a registered non-profit community 

organization, is proud to host their 26th annual popular grass-

roots summer soccer day camps...#1 in Canada.  The program 

is designed to promote personal development, team building 

and of course, FUN!  Uniquely designed to offer a soccer focus 

in the morning and a leisure swim with other organized activi-

ties in the afternoons to all children aged 5 to 13, the program 

operates during all weeks in July and August.  Check out the 

website at www.royalsoccer.com for more information or   

call 1-800-427-0536.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The OSDSB and Emily Carr M.S.  websites have a 
wealth of information on their websites.  
The Corporate Services department prepares a 
weekly newsletter that is chalk-full of information 
about Curriculum, Board meetings, events and 
presentations that are happening around the dis-
trict that could be of interest to parents.  Click here 
to go to the Information and Resource page and to 
find the most recent newsletter. Once there you 
will have an opportunity to subscribe to this news-
letter, if interested. 

http://www.royalsoccer.com/
tel:(800)%20427-0536
http://www.ocdsb.ca/
https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=220039&pageId=1906276
https://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=1721901

